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When using a blackletter typeface to set text in German (or any other desired 
language), special rules exist regarding the usage of the long s (s) and the 
closing s (#). The long s looks similar to the letter f, while the closing s takes 
the same form of the letter s that users of non-blackletter typefaces are 
acquainted with.

The long s must always be used when the letter s begins a word, or syllable. A 
long s is also required when the letter s appears in the following letter combi-
nations: sp, ‰, s¡. 

Examples: sagen, Heimsuchung, absurd, Wespe, Wür‰e, schü”en, was¡en

The long s is used even when the s seems to be the last letter of a syllable, 
because the following e has been dropped. 

Examples: Dre¡sler (Dre¡seler), erwiesne Freunds¡a] (erwiesene).

The long s is used in the ›trans-‹ prefix when it proceeds the characters k, p, z, 
and when the s has been dropped from the ›trans-‹ prefix in the original latin 
word:

Examples: transkription, Transpiration, Transzendenz.

The closing # is used when the letter s is the last letter of a word, or of a syl-
lable, because the following character has been dropped. The closing # is also 
used when the letter s is a connecting character between syllables.

Examples: bö# (böse), Hä#¡en (Hase), lie#! (lesen);  
Geburt#tag, Leben#haltung, vorsi¡t#halber.

The closing # is used when the letter s ends a syllable and proceeds the letters 
k, n, w. The closing # is also used when a word ends like: -a#, -i#, -ni#, -u#. 

Examples: Humore#ke, Glei#ner, O#wald; Atla#, Kürbi#, Zeugni#, Omnibu#.

The closing # is used in the ›trans-‹ prefix when the s is not part of the follow-
ing syllable:

Examples: Tran#aktion, Tran#fer, Tran#lation, Tran#plantation, Tran#parent, 
Tran#port.

The closing # is used for foreign words in the german language when it pro-
ceeds the letter ›m‹ and when the letter s ends a syllable:

Examples: Föderali#mu#, De#infektion, Di#kont, Fi#ku#, I#¡ia#, San#souci, 
su#pendieren.
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Contact — Kontakt — Contact
Linotype Library GmbH
Du-Pont-Straße 1
61352 Bad Homburg
Germany

Sales Support — Vertrieb — Service commercial

Tel.: +49 (0) 6172 484 418
Fax: +49 (0) 6172 484 429
eMail: sales@linotype.com

Technical Support — Technische Unterstützung — Service après vente

Tel.: +49 (0) 1805 793 339 (€ 0,12/min)
Fax: +49 (0) 1805 484 5449
eMail: support@linotype.com

Internet

http://www.linotype.com
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